












2008 Young Entrepreneurs

Sergio Hudson
Sergio Hudson, Fashion Designer

On September 29, 1984 perfection 
was born in the form of a baby boy 
named, Anree Sherrills.    Anree, 
aka Marvolus, lived fatherless with 
no hometown to claim as his own 
due to constant migration from Oki-
nawa, Japan to California, Georgia, 
North Carolina, and fi nally settling 
in various towns in South Carolina. 

Marv can remember freestyling and battling at the age of 
twelve through the inspiration of his older cousin, Zapp.  With 
no idea of whom his father was and an outcast of his family, 
Marvolus found traditional school to be a problem and tradi-
tional school had a problem with him.  Resiliency and deter-
mination guided him to Job Corp to earn his GED where he 
won several talent shows, thus realizing that hip-hop was the 
vehicle he needed for self expression.  From South Carolina 
(South Crack) emerges Marvolus, a hungry unsigned artist 
with his own independent label, R.P.M (Real Powerful Music).  
Marv was featured on a hit single “Last Song” with DJ Prince 
Ice, which made the independent charts.  
Contact: Princeice@aol.com

Marvolus
Anree Sherrills, Hip Hop Artist

Sergio Hudson was born Daniel 
Sergio LaVeil Hudson Jr. On April 
12, 1984 in Columbia SC to Daniel 
and Sheldon Hudson. He knew at an 
early age that he wanted to be a high 
fashion designer. Being infl uenced 
by a mother who was a tailor and 
a sister who was a very successful 
model Sergio had no other choice but 
to fall in love with the fashion indus-
try. By the age of ten he already was 

designing gowns for his mother’s clients. Sergio is cur-
rently working on his fi rst fall/winter collection which is set 
to go to production this February. He also is styling for two 
upcoming movies, and also working on artist styling for a 
high profi le R&B group. Sergio plans to advance his brand 
to expand the whole southeast within the next fi ve years 
the whole world in ten. He has accomplished much at his 
young age, but acknowledges that his plan will be an up hill 
battle that has never been done in this way before. He is 
ready for the challenge with a sturdy work ethic and a rod 
iron will. He plans to take the fashion world by storm. When 
once asked do you think that southern women will ever 
accept such a high fashion tailored look he was quoted as 
saying “they have no choice”  Sergio is truly a gift to the 
fashion industry with a bright future ahead of him. 

Contact:  sergiosheldon1984@yahoo.com

Henderson Michael Lane
Palmetto Goods

Henderson Michael Lane, II is 21 
years of age and is fondly  known 
as “Mike” by his friends and fam-
ily.   Mike recently started his own 
business, Palmetto Goods.  He 
was inspired to start the company 
after designing a special logo 
and auto sticker that he believed 
would signify and promote pride 
in the Palmetto State.  Mike 
learned of his own affi nity and tal-

ent for design after experimental use of a design software 
program.  After discovering creative gems in the design 
software along with his passion for anything to do with cars,  
Mike has decided to pursue a degree in industrial engineer-
ing at the Savannah School of Art and Design.  Mike also 
plans to extend his line of palmetto inspired goods beyond 
the auto sticker to various personal and wearable items.  
For more information about Palmetto Goods, you may con-
tact Mike at (803) 546-0420 or PalmettoGoods@gmail.com.

Zakiya
Up and coming artist Za-
kiya (Rashida Beach) from 
Columbia, SC has built a 
reputation through out the 
southeast as a singer and 
dancer. Since the age of 
three. She embraces all 
forms of music, from One 
Republic to the inspirational 
voice of Lauryn Hill. With a 
jazzy spunk and pop appeal, 
Zakiya sparks the atten-

tion of crowds young and old. Zakiya has performed at the 
Apollo in South Carolina. She was also awarded 2nd place 
in the Omega talent hunt where singers between the ages 
of thirteen through eighteen compete for recognition and 
an opportunity to advance in their careers. She also won 
the Dillard’s karaoke competition as well as the Black Expo 
shining star competition in 2008. Prior to becoming the 1st 
runner up of Palmetto Idol, she performed with the for the 
American Idol. Zakiya’s goal is to encourage and inspire 
other young artists through her passion for music. She is 
often said to be a mix between Alicia Keys and Beyonce, 
with the jazz/reggae appeal of Jill Scott and Lauryn Hill. 
Zakiya continues to be open-minded as she learns more 
about the industry and becoming a successful entertainer. 
Her music is currently being recorded at Quantum Beats 
under the guidance of Mr. Jelani Harris. Her music can be 
found at: www.myspace.com/Zakiyabe and www.musicna-
tion.com/music/rashidazakiya. 
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13 year-old Brittbone and 11 year-
old Lil’ Babyboy are the hardest 
middle schoolers stepping up to 
the microphone. The two Colum-
bia, SC brothers write their own 
lyrics, pushing themselves hard 
to keep their music clean, fresh, 
and fun. They’re backed by an 

experienced production team including Columbia produc-
ers Zake, Venom Vendetta, and their father Barry “FlyGuy” 
Reed Brittbone & Lil’ Babyboy have no fear in the booth or 
on stage. They pride themselves on their energetic live set, 
and have performed shows across the South, where they 
opened for artists including Pretty Ricky, JR Get Money, 
and Fabo. They are also the youngest artists to ever per-
form at T.I.’s Club Crucial in Atlanta. 308 Boyz have found a 
loyal following on MySpace. Their passionate fans all over 
the world helped the Big Ole Rimz music video reach 1 on 
the MySpace Music Video Chart in November 07. DJs from 
Columbia, Texas, Philly, and Germany have been spinning 
Big Ole Rimz. Both brothers are members of their school 
chorus and play drums in the school band. 308 Boyz are 
scheduled to fi nish up their debut album in late 2008. 

Contact: 
Erik Martin 
308boyzsc@gmail.com 
(919) 619-1362

308 Boys PBA 
The Pretty Boy 
Associates 
(P.B.A) started 
in the Spring 
of 2006 in the 
depths of Irmo 
High School in 
Columbia, South 
Carolina. P.B.A 
was formed by 
its creator and 
leader known as 
Reese Fla$hy. 

From the buzz created about the associates’ existence, 
members were soon and steadily added to the squadron. 
It is now and always was an organization for the “above 
average looking guys”. It successfully matured into a 
thriving group of individuals consisting of; various ages, 
artistry, varsity athletes, trend setters and academic over-
achievers. Before long P.B.A obtained members who were 
quite crafty in the art of rhyming as an addition to its many 
talents, thus the journey was set in motion. Pretty Boy As-
sociates consists of band members Reese Fla$hy, Cash, 
Siggy, Castro (Craq Boy C), B. Right, Fresh Prince (LeLe), 
Smeegol Millz, Kurtiss, Dini, Vigga, J5 and D. Freshington. 
They are currently protégés of the legendary DJ Prince 
Ice and being managed by “a mogul in the making”, Tami 
L. McLemore known to P.B.A as “Wonder Woman”.  This 
powerhouse combo is assisting P.B.A with the necessary 
ingredients for being successful. These talented young 
men acknowledge that chivalry is not dead, taking pride in 
your appearance, utilizing your talents while pursuing one’s 
dreams and education is a must. Infl uenced by artists such 
as; The Holy Trinity, Pharrell Williams, Lupe Fiasco, Kanye 
West, Swiss Beats, Cassidy, Quincy Jones and each other. 
With all of that being stated, the only line P.B.A would like 
to quote to young men around the world would be to “Cuff 
Your Chick”!!!

Contact; tamimclemore@gmail.com
803-466-7110

For some people, Hip-Hop is sim-
ply a way to make ends meet, but 
every once in a while, you come 
across an artist who exhibits raw, 
unrelenting love and passion for 
the art-form; they don’t just make 
hip-hop, they breathe it. In that 
sense, Preach embodies the Hip-
Hop culture. “I feel that Hip-Hop 
has always existed, but it wasn’t 

until the mid-70s when it was diagnosed.…” Through his 
music, he wants to remind his listeners of a time when black 
people were proud of being themselves. His music possesses 
a sense of pride that’s reminiscent of that era — the black 
“soul power” movement. 

He wants to put the power back into the people who actu-
ally make the music. Preach feels as if the cultural aspect of 
Hip-Hop is often sacrifi ced for capitalistic gain. In contrast, he 
has the culture’s best interest at heart and wants to continue 
strengthening his Hip-Hop community as much as possible. 
For more info:  http://preach2em.net .

PREACH
Preach, Hip Hop Artist
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Michael A. Williams is the son of  Michael & Celeste Wil-
liams. Michael has been trained by Mrs. Robin Jackson and 
her Arts In Action Staff since he was four years old. At the 
age of six Michael was a member of the cast “Peter Pan” 
which performed in the Town Theatre, he has since sang 
and performed in varies school and church plays and pro-
grams. Michael was selected to attend the SC  Governor’s 
School of the Arts and Humanities Summer Program in
2008. Recently he was selected to participate in Brook-
land’s Teen Idol Gospel competition. Michael was also a 
featured vocalist on WIS TV’s Awareness Show. Michael 
is a member of Brookland Baptist Church where he sings 
on the Teens In Praise Choir and he is  a member of Boy 
Scouts Troop #74, he is presently a Life Scout. As a young 
child Michael sang on the Brookland Baptist Youth Choir 
and participated in Children’s’ Church. Michael is a SC 
Junior Scholar, a  Sophomore at Blythewood High School, 
where he majors in  The Performing Arts, he studies music, 
sang on the School Chorus.

Contact: celestechwsvs2@bellsouth.net

Michael A. Williams
Mario McClean has been loving and making music since 
he was a little boy.  He grew up in a musical family of four, 
where my sister, father, mother and all enjoyed singing. 
Ever since the age of 10, he has played the piano by ear 
and recently picked up the guitar. Mario is a singer/song 
writer attending Midlands Technical College and plans to 
transfer to North Carolina School of the Arts to major in 
theater.

Mario McClean

Donna Daniels
Donna Daniels has more than 30 years experience in the 
area of advertising, marketing and promotions.  Her career 
includes working for leading radio stations in Los Angeles, 
CA, Atlanta, GA and Columbia, SC.  She has also worked 
in the capacity of Director of Marketing for a prominent 
non-profi t agency in Los Angeles and was the lead on 
many successful community based programs to support the 
homeless community and at-risk youth.  Donna is currently 
a Senior Marketing Manager for WXBT-FM 100.1 “The 
Beat”.  She is the mother of 3 sons and 2 grands.

Shennice Cleckley believes in working her passion of 
books and chocolate!  In July 2005, the Columbia native, 
affectionately known as “The Chocolate Lady”, opened her 
fi rst dessert location, called  “Literary Sweets” in Northeast 
Columbia.  In 2007 she moved to North Main Street in 
Historic Eau Claire.  
Shennice is an advocate of community service and donates 
her time and efforts to empower the community spirit.  Em-
powering women and entrepreneurs is another one of her 
many passions.  She is the co-founder of Meeting of the 
Minds Women’s Empowerment Collaborative, a forum de-
signed to empower, impact and grow all organizations cen-
tered on women. Through her agency, The Idea Boutique, 
Shennice mentors clients with strategies and programs in 
the area of public relations, marketing and special events. 
Her civic and business memberships include Women In 
Philanthropy, Women’s Missionary Society, SCACDC Pub-
lic Policy Commitee and Chamber of Commerce Diversity 
Committee.  
Shennice resides in Columbia with her husband LeBrian, 
and their three children Adrienne, Kiersten, and Jared. 

Shennice Cleckley

Tre Tailor is the down to earth sista with the magnetic 
smile and jovial personality weekdays from 10-2 on 
98.5 Kiss Fm-WLXC. She is the face and voice of sev-
eral TV commercials! After the onset of the State Lot-
tery, Tre’ was chosen as the exclusive Pick 3 and Pick 
4 Announcer for statewide NBC affi liate WIS. Recently 
Tre’ has been given the opportunity to spread her wings 
beyond the Carolina’s, as a featured entertainment 
reporter on the Fantastic Voyage for the Nationally syn-
dicated Tom Joyner Morning Show. “He almost had to 
give me something to do… and I thought it was going to 
be jail time! “ I kind of stalked Tom, for a year, talking to 
him at every Sky Show and Event and writing him too, 
pitching ideas, sending tapes of myself, telling him how 
much I wanted to do some work for him! Persistence 
paid off, before it turned into Pain! 

Tre Tailor
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Stephen English, better known as “JoJo” is from Co-
lumbia, South Carolina. His nickname “JoJo” became 
a household word in the late 80’s when he played for 
Lower Richland High School and the school became 
state champions twice.  He competed against the fa-
mous Michael Jordan in Dunk contest to a sold out Caro-
lina Coliseum during the summer of ’88.  “JoJo” played 
at USC from 1988-1992 and fi nished #9 on the all time 
scoring list.  He led USC in scoring fi nal three seasons.  
He was one of ten players ever to do so at USC.  At the 
end of his college career, he held fi ve records.

From 1992-1994, he played in the CBA (Continental 
Basketball Association), the offi cial development league 
of the NBA.  He was selected to the CBA All Rookie First 
team, one of the fi rst two rookies to get called up to the 
NBA [Bulls] - the Chicago Bulls.

He is now the head coach of the 2005 13 and under girls 
AAU State champion lady 76er’s, Head coach of the 2006 
14 and under AAU State champion lady 76er’s 2005-pres-
ent; Head J. V. Boys basketball coach & Basketball 
Conditioning coach for the Lower Richland High School 
basketball program.

Greg Leevy has been in charge 
of the Alumni and Diversity Af-
fairs Offi ce at The SC Governors 
School for the Arts since its incep-
tion in 2006. He has been on the 
summer drama faculty since 1999, 
serving as Chair of Summer Acad-
emy Drama, then Chair of Sum-
mer Discovery Drama, for most 
of those years. Mr. Leevy has a 
music and theatre background. A 
self-taught pianist, he began play-
ing at school functions in his early 

teens. He subsequently achieved the distinction of becoming 
the fi rst African-American accompanist for the Wofford Col-
lege Glee Club, which was his fi rst paid position in the arts. 
Mr. Leevy earned an English degree from Wofford.

He is a member of the Screen Actors Guild, and has ap-
peared in the feature fi lms Denmark Vesey: A House Di-
vided, Separate But Equal, Simple Justice, and The Inkwell, 
among others, the television series In The Heat Of The 
Night, and a number of industrials. He is a popular voiceover 
artist who can be heard on radio, television, the internet, and 
even on historic site tours. 

Mr. Leevy is also a stage director. His proudest achievement 
remains his work developing the creative spark in young 
artists.

Phone: 864.282.3693
gleevy@scgsah.state.sc.us

Greg Leevy Jo Jo English

Loranda Melton is a Marketing teacher at Heyward Career 
and Technology Center.  She also serves as the DECA (an 
association of Marketing Students) Advisor of the HCTC 
chapter. Mrs. Melton teaches Marketing Management, 
Sports and Entertainment Marketing, and General Market-
ing to 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students. Prior to teaching, 
she worked for NCR Corporation where she was respon-
sible for numerous programs from inception to deployment.   
Her industry experience at NCR and AT&T spans product 
management, strategic planning, program management, and 
training. She was the program manager for several cross 
function teams responsible for full stream life-cycle product 
development projects. 

Ms. Melton received her B.S. in Math and Computer Science 
from South Carolina State University, and her MBA from 
Webster University.

Loranda Melton

Krystel D. Reid, a 23 year old 
native from Charleston, SC 
believes that ‘everyone can be 
great because everyone can 
serve’.  It is with this passion 
of public service that Krystel 
has worked tirelessly over the 
last fi ve years from Capitol Hill 
to local communities to advo-
cate on behalf of people that 

would not have a voice in our governmental system.

Krystel is the Principal & CEO of Capitol Consulting 
Strategies, LLC---a political consulting company based 
in Columbia, SC.  Her company provides consultation in 
the areas of Governmental Relations, Campaign Man-
agement, Advocacy Training and Contract Procurement.  
Capitol Consulting Strategies, LLC specializes in provid-
ing tailored consultation through “Bold and Innovative 
Solutions” to clients needs. 

Krystel earned a Bachelor’s of Arts with a Major in Politi-
cal Science and a Minor in Social Work from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina in May of 2007 and completed 
training from Fortune Academy of Real Estate to earn a 
Real Estate License in January of 2007.

Krystel D. Reid
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Elizabeth Pou
A creative aptitude was Elizabeth’s 
at a very early age, and for over 
twenty fi ve years she has been a 
non- traditional artist. Her creative 
ability to make things look pretty, 
guides her as she makes some-
thing out of nothing. While using 
life as her canvass, she uses living 
spaces and leisure environments to 

design, demonstrate and instructs groups and individuals on 
how to develop what she calls “Self Style” through furnish-
ing, gardening, and food. Although she is based in Co-
lumbia, SC, her clients are located through out  the United 
States and abroad.  Her skills were put to the test when she 
was casted on Turner South’s DIY, designer show. 

Elizabeth G. Pou, HighHeel HomeMaker
www.highheelhomemaker.com

Bridgit Tucker
Over the last decade, Bridgit 
Tucker has immersed herself in the 
world of the arts  through travel. 
By the age of  twenty two, she had 
designed  a line of clothing and 
accessories ; photographed album 
covers for French music artists as 
well as danced in a Carnival group 
and traditional ballet in the West In-
dies. Today, the 28 year old contin-

ues her quest through the arts in her native South Carolina. 
She is driven by her desire to always learn something new. 
Bridgit is currently creating a line of accessories made from 
recycled goods. 

Ashlye V. Clark, known to her 
readers as Ashlye V. Rumph-
Geddis, is a native of Colum-
bia, South Carolina, where she 
attended Richland One schools, 
graduating from Columbia High 
School. She is the proud newly 
wed wife of Kevin M. Clark and 
only child of Mr. & Mrs. Anthony 
Geddis and Mr. Johnny Rumph.

She is now fulfi lling that goal as a kindergarten teacher at 
Hyatt Park Elementary school in Richland District One pub-
lic school system here in Columbia.Ashlye most recently 
released her fi rst children’s book titled “Tori Finds Shapes 
All Around” in April 2007 and is completing her second 
works titled “Tori Finds Colors All Around” to be released 
in Spring 2008 to give young readers an opportunity to ex-
perience learning at its fullest. Ashlye is now the C.E.O. of 
Ashlye V. Enterprises, L.L.C. and the founder of The Magic 
of Learning Foundation. Ashlye enjoys spending time with 
her husband, her puppy (Kreasy), family members and 
friends. She loves to sign at church and to friends in the 
deaf community. 

Ashlye V. Clark

Deborah Breedlove is an Ameriprise 
fi nancial advisor.  She believes suc-
cess should be measured not just by 
your fi nancial well-being, but by how 
confi dent you feel about your future. 
Her mission is to help her clients 
reach their fi nancial goals through 
a personal relationship based on 
personalized, knowledgeable advice. 

Mrs. Breedlove is licensed and registered to conduct busi-
ness in SC, FL, AL, GA, NC, NJ, NY.

Contact info: (803) 252-4344 
deborah.p.breedlove@ampf.com

Deborah Breedlove

Michele Dugar is a business prac-
titioner and educator. Her back-
ground includes marketing posi-
tions at Anheuser-Busch and Sara 
Lee Hosiery as well as over nine 
years as a marketing professor 
at the University of South Caro-
lina. Currently, she is a business 
professor at Benedict College, 

teaching courses in marketing and entrepreneurship.
In addition to being a business instructor,

 Michele Dugar is a business owner. Her entrepreneurial 
ventures include an award-winning marketing consulting 
fi rm. There is also www.GingerSnapsBaby.com, a site for a 
company Mrs. Dugar created to produce upscale gift items 
inspired by children of color.

Mrs. Dugar welcomes the opportunity to share her educa-
tion, business experience and passion for marketing with 
others. She resides in Columbia with her husband Bill Dugar 
and their three children-- Austin, Madison, and Jackson.

 

Michelle Dugar



Clarke “Scooter” O’Cain

JOHNSON, TOAL & BATTISTE, PA
Attorneys at Law
803-252-9700

Rudolph  Cunningham, State Farm Insurance
803-788-0334

Attorney EW Cromatie
CERA, LLC 803-256-3462





2008 Conference Planning 
Committee
Karen Alexander
Mattie Anderson-Roberson
Brenda Tucker
Bridgit Tucker
Toshia Addison
Barbara Bowman
Ashlye Clark
Shirley Mack
Michelle Dugar
Willie Kelly
Barbara Cheeseboro

Auntie Karen Board
Karen Alexander
Gwen Jordan
Deborah Woodard
Janet Johnson - Whipple
Linda Wilson
Dr.Phyllis Sanders
Linda Lane
Tony Wise
Donnell Jennings
Dr.Linda Lane
Dr.Norma Jackson

Volunteers
Spencer Bowman
Larry Alston
Lauren Mills
Joseph A. Wilson
Gilda Morana
Amber Kelly
Jasmine Holt
Bonita Clemons

Media Sponsors
Calvin Reese - Millennium Magazine 
Black News
98.5 KISS FM
Richland School District One TV

THANK YOU!!!!
Auntie Karen says....

Student Sponsors
SC DAODAS
Geiger
Attorney Luther Battiste
Attorney EW Cromartie
Attorney Franchot A. Brown
Mattie Anderson-Roberson
Toshia Addison
Doris P. Howell
Robin Chisolm Davis
Phyllis Sanders
Robert Thomas & Associates
Carpet Plus

Special Thanks!
Mary Davis, Benedict College
Willie Kelly, Benedict College
Dean Gerald Smalls, Benedict College
Dr. Norma Jackson,Benedict College
Winnie Perry
Gilda Morana
Coach Willie Washington
Gerald Hunt
Andre’ Scott, Xerox
Heyward Career Center
Richland County Public Library

GOLD
BIG T’S BARBECUE

SC DAODAS
Wachovia

SILVER
Geiger

BRONZE
Allstate
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